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Celebrate innovation, 
communication and all things 
technology at the SingularityU 

Australia Summit 
 

How can we overcome the world's greatest challenges and 
create positive social change simultaneously? Technology! 

Technology is advancing faster than ever before, in ways that 
were once thought impossible. SingularityU is here to celebrate 
this revolution. The SingularityU Summit is coming to Australia 
this October to educate, empower and excite individuals 
and organisations on breakthrough technologies which are 
transforming human life. 

SingularityU focuses on technologies that improve our lives 
in universal areas of education, health, environment, security, 
energy, prosperity, governance, food, water and employment. 
The summit aims to create a space where individuals can 
learn, create and become connected through exponential 
technologies such as robotics, artificial intelligence, IoT and 
sensory biology. 

Singularity University was founded in the US in 2008 by 
entrepreneurs Ray Kurzweil and Peter Diamandis. The pair’s 
mission was to teach society how to use technology to tackle 
the world's greatest challenges. They established a fast 
growing, international community of entrepreneurs, businesses, 
not-for-profits, investors and institutions offering courses, summits 
and a variety of programs. 

The vision of Singularity University has been brought to 
Australia by two powerhouse Novocastrian women, Christina 
Gerakiteys and Lisa Andrews after witnessing how powerful 
the movement has been internationally. The dynamic duo 
have a shared passion for creating sustainable, positive global 
change by utilising technology and as a result of their ongoing 
efforts have been named faculty members for SingulairtyU. This 
venture has also led Australia to become a country partner of 
Singularity University. 

“Lisa and I are incredibly excited to be launching this initiative 
in Australia. We believe that technology has the ability to 
build a better future for everyone. As a society we are mostly 
unaware of how to control and employ these innovations so 
our aim is to inspire Australians to embrace this new, exciting 
era.”  
  The 3-day summit will host a range of internationally 
recognised speakers, scientists, innovators and thought 
leaders who will each share their ideas, stories and inventions. 
Biomedical Engineer, Dr Jordan Nguyen, will showcase his new 
technologies at the summit, which includes social robotics 
for aged care, inclusive mixed reality games, virtual avatar 
technologies and a range of eye-controlled and brain-wave 
controlled software for people with disabilities. The 2017 
Australian of the Year finalist, is passionate about creating 
superhuman technology to improve our quality of life. 

 

 

Exponential thought leader and technology visionary, 
Anuraj Gambhir will also be featured at the SingularityU 
Australia Summit. Anuraj’s focus is on exponential technology 
applications including emerging smart devices/hardware 
with a strong emphasis on Wearable-tech, IoT, AI, multimedia 
convergence, 3D Visualization, HNI (Human-Nature Interface 
and more. Anuraj aspires to develop solutions that make a 
difference in under-privileged communities around the world 
by humanising technology – transforming digital divides to 
massive opportunities. 

Another speaker at this life-transforming event is Elena Toufani, 
CEO of T Labs and futurepreneur. Elena’s talk will delve into 
longevity research and how nations can utilise exponential 
technologies to live longer.  

These thought-leaders are only a small portion of the 
extraordinary minds that will be sharing their insights at this 
one of a kind event. The event will showcase the latest 
technological advancements and what they mean for 
Australia and the world. There will be on stage conversations 
and debates to shape the future of education, sustainability 
and inclusivity. Round table discussions to ideate solutions to 
the 12 Global Challenges and an interactive Technology lab 
for participants to test the latest designs. 

The SingularityU Australia Summit will be held in Sydney at the 
ICC on 22nd - 23rd October.  For more information visit 
www.singularityuaustraliasummit.com 
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Ground-breaking technology 
on display at SingularityU 

Australia Summit
Science and technology are the forefront of everyday 

human life and transforming the way we live and interpret 
reality. Significant breakthroughs in health and biology, 
communication and entertainment have redefined knowledge 
in these categories and have paved the way for future 
discoveries and inventions. Full haptic suits that mimic real fire 
situations, cancer research acceleration with 3D bioprinting 
of living cells, and research on how to slow down or reverse 
the ageing process are some of these tech breakthroughs. 
It may seem that these remarkable developments are a 
science fiction fantasy, but they already exist, and are being 
showcased at SingularityU Australia Summit on 22-23O October.

These technologies have the power to overcome the world's 
greatest challenges while simultaneously creating positive 
social change. Many of the world’s greatest challenges are 
also the world’s biggest business opportunities.  

Technology is accelerating at an exponential rate, in ways that 
were once thought impossible. The need to shift our mindset 
from an industrial era of scarcity and linear thinking to one of 
abundance and exponential thinking is more urgent than ever. 

The SingularityU Australia Summit aims to educate, empower 
and excite individuals and organisations on breakthrough 
technologies which are transforming all aspects of human life. 
The Tech Hub and Stage at the Summit will showcase a variety 
of exponential technologies, which can be touched, seen and 
experienced in a fully immersive way. Here’s a sneak peak of 
just a few of the amazing technologies: 
Teslasuit: full body haptic feedback platform 
for rehab, training, gaming and beyond. 
The Teslasuit has the ability to transfer 
sensation from virtual reality to a 
human body through 
electrical impulses controlled 
by a mini computer 
(control unit) with an 
advanced motion 
capture system on board. 
This incredible technology 
can be used for rehabilitation,
athletics and training.  
Rastrum by Inventia Life Science: 
rapid 3D bioprinting of living 
biological structures 

RASTRUM is a 3D bioprinter of living 
biological structures. The platform, 
which won the 2019 Good Design 
Award of the Year, is used to accelerate 
the discovery of drugs for cancer and other 
diseases by enabling high-throughput testing 
with printed 3D tissues that model real biology.
Garvan and Oxford Nanopore Technologies: democratising 
genomics with real-time hand-held DNA sequencers  

Affordable, portable and real-time DNA sequencing 
technology is now available to the masses, be it for medical, 
personal, or professional use. These portable sequencers 
made by Oxford Nanopore may offer new levels of access to 
genetic health data through the doctor, lab or even as far out 
as space! Oxford Nanopore’s MinION device has been used 
aboard the International Space Station.  
UTS Computational Intelligence and Brain Computer Interface 
Centre 

The UTS Computational Intelligence and Brain Computer 
Interface Centre is developing mobile sensing technology to 
measure brain activity using non-invasive methods. Brain and 
other physiological signals are read to assess human cognitive 
states. Dr Avinash Singh will be demonstrating the latest in brain 
computer interface research from UTS. 

UNSW School of Medical Sciences: research on medicines that 
may one day prevent old age diseases… or even ageing 

Why do our bodies decline as we grow old? Why does 
ageing cause disease? Can we slow aging or even reverse 
it? By tackling these questions, the UNSW School of Medical 
Sciences aims to develop medicines that may one day 
prevent and/or treat diseases of old age, with a single therapy. 
Their ultimate goal is to allow people to live healthier, disease-
free lives. 
Psykinetic: world’s first eye controlled music tech and 
advanced communication devices for people with disabilities 

Psykinetic founded by Biomedical Engineer Dr Jordan 
Nyugen, is re-imagining and re-defining the boundary between 
human and machine. One of their inventions is eye-controlled 
technology which allows the user to control devices with their 
eyes including computers, moving devices such as wheelchairs 
and more. Now Psykinetic is working on other eye-controlled 
devices such as an inclusive Appstore called StarGaze. They 
are also developing music, communication, games, and video 
streaming to be controlled by alternative interfaces to assist in 
improving independence for people with disability.

 

 

 

BindiMaps: augmenting the navigation experience of visually 
impaired people through smart technology 

BindiMaps will be showcasing their new technology that 
augments the navigation experience of those who are visually 
impaired. A mobile app is used to locate users precisely in 
indoor spaces and employs a simple, natural-language audio 
system to describe where users are and what’s around them, 
along with the best way to get to their chosen destination. 
BindiMaps does this using a network of Bluetooth beacons, 
a sophisticated mapping and route-guidance system, and 
smartphone sensors. 
Faethm AI: globally unique platform that is the world’s data 
source for the Fourth Industrial Revolution 

Want to predict the impact of emerging technology on any job, 
workforce, company, industry, location or economy? Faethm AI is 
a SaaS platform that blends proprietary analytics with client data 
to predict this information. It enables companies and governments 
to answer:  which emerging technologies will have the biggest 
impact on my organisation and when; plus how will this impact 
manifest itself across my workforce.
Future Faqtory: empowering people with knowledge and 
technology to stay ahead of the curve 

The Future Faqtory, led by futurists Skeeve Stevens and Shanti 
Korporaal, is designed to facilitate curiosity, creativity, innovation, 
future technology and learning. It is a rugged venue that is 
functional and enticing to the creative mind. The Future Faqtory 
is home to businesses that empower clients with the knowledge 
and technology they need to keep up to date and ahead of 
the curve. Future Faqtory will be demoing the latest in wearables, 
implantables, immersive technologies and robotics. 

 

Teslasuit
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Making the most of a conference 
Xperience

 
Christina Gerakiteys

  There are not many professionals who haven’t attended a 
conference or a workshop, usually out of town, sometimes out 
of country. A few days of inspiration, new information, new 
contacts with whom you silently vow to connect with past 
the conference or workshop, and a break from the traditional 
routine. Your emails pile up at terrifying speed (you realise just 
how many newsletters and not-so-relevant information enters 
your inbox and vow to unsubscribe) and the unanswered calls 
keep backing up.

Yet you persevere. You’re on a high. Your mind is whizzing 
with the new information you are planning to share and 
implement on your return to your business or organisation. You 
are enjoying, thriving amidst the conversations with like-minded 
individuals, a conference full of people that think like you do!

You’re ideating and planning execution, putting teams 
together in your head or on paper or into project planning aps.

You land home. The suitcase needs unpacking and the 
washing needs to be done. You start on those emails before 
you return to work. You get back to work and there are the 
polite questions about how the conference was before 
colleagues move on to their ever-increasing ‘to-do’ lists. Your 
manager nods and indicates a coffee catch up but doesn’t 
quite ask you to talk to her EA about making an appointment. 
So you head for your desk, open your laptop and everything 
slides back into routine as the conference flitters into mirage.

Sound familiar?
I’ve made this the subject of my PhD. The long-term benefits 

of workshops and conferences. And how to get the most value 
from them. Here’s what I’ve learnt.

The way to create lasting impact is to curate personal 
connections and choreograph small group  Xperiences. Give 
people something to talk about. And give them a place to 
have the conversations. It looks like this:

Step 1: Create magic on the main stage
Step 2: Allow people the time and the place to discuss and 
             debate, connect and converse.
There really is value in conference apps if they actually work, 

are intuitive and are easy to use. There’s value in LinkedIn 

Startup Xpress
In June, a crew of more than 30 innovators and startup 
founders in the Hunter Region hopped on a bus and journeyed 
from Newcastle to The NSW Parliament House in Sydney. They 
were participating in Startup Xpres s, and headed to the  Sydney 
Startup Hu  b and Launch Festival. For three days they got to 
know each other better while simultaneously looking for new 
customers and opportunities. 

Startup Xpress aims for three simple goals.

   • To connect the startup community – starting your own 
      business venture can be lonely, a peer network is proven to 
      be extremely valuable.
   • To connect Hunter startups with investors and connectors 
      outside the Hunter region (the aim of the Pitch Evening in 
      Sydney and Launch Festival Sydney 2019)
   • To promote the Hunter region as a leading innovation hub – 
      (media opportunity at Parliament House and promotion of 
      the program).

The innovators included:
Gordon Whitehead from The Business Centr e . The Business 
Centre is a not-for-profit organisation and a great place for 
individuals to better define their business idea, concept or 
product. (Gordon proudly pestered CEO Steve Wait and 
previous CEO Pierre Malou to make Startup Xpress happen.)
Steve Wait, the CEO of The Business Centre,
Stephanie Moscovis, the marketing manager at The Business 
Centre.                                            
Lena Vestad Hansen, who works as a business advisor and 
project manager at The Business  Centre.
Richard Christian, the Project Coordinator for   Hunter i F, a new 
organisation, founded in  October 2018. Hunter iF received funding 
from Jobs for NSW to support innovation throughout the Hunter.
Tim Cotter, a Director at Hunter iF, and also from               
AusIndustry. AusIndustry is a division  of the Department of 
Industry, Innovation and Science of the Australian Government
Gunilla Burrowes, a Director of Hunter iF and Chairperson of          
Eighteen04.  She's here with two hats on.
Siobhan Curran, from the  University of Newcastle's Integrated 
Innovation Network or I2N.  I2N is a network of three hubs: 
one in Muswellbrook, one in Williamtown and one at Hunter 
Street (their main hub). At these hubs they deliver a range of 
programs for entrepreneurs. 
Micky Pinkerton from the Smart City team at City of Newcastle. 
The Smart City team looks at  supporting startups with their 
broader economic and development aims. 
Tony Chadwick, the Economic Development Manager with             
Singleton Council.

The bus also transported some fascinating startup founders:
Susan Ryan, the CEO and founder of   Uuko o, a web-based 
mobile app for people with  dementia and other cognitive 
disabilities. 
Seth Williams, the founder of  MySequester, a community-
based, carbon-offsetting platform  that allows anybody to earn 
money by planting trees. 
Tyler Regan, the founder and CEO of Orchard School System, a 
startup helping schools  improve results by providing a platform 
for student engagement.
James Bradley, the co-founder of Diffuse Energ y,  a renewables 
technology company. 
Antony Martin, the co-founder of Hone Ag. Hone makes it easy 
for farmers and researchers to test the chemical properties of 
soil, crops and grain samples in real-time.
Jacqueline Garrett, the CEO and founder of GGWP Academ y.  
Good Game Well Played Academy is the online academy for 
gamers who want to monetise a career in gaming.
Sahil Harriram, the CEO and co-founder of Elite Robotic s, an 
autonomous vehicle platform  for robots.             

Kyle Minors from AUG R,  an augmented reality company that 
specialises in computer vision and image recognition. 
Chad Ramage, the managing director from  Accessibility in the 
Cit y, an online mapping  platform making it easier for people 
with accessibility issues to get out and about in cities. 
Alicia Edge, the founder from CompEAT Nutrition, an online 
sports nutrition platform, aiming  to take professionals out of 
the clinic and deliver the best performance nutrition advice 
anywhere, anytime.
Cameron Owen from CYFERLINX,  is a thriving community of 
coders connecting projects to  better represent their skills and 
find employment
Andrew Whalan from  DevF U,  a software development and 
technology company that  specialise in software solutions and 
developing services to the mining industry.  
Kylie Burrett from  Nuts & Bolts Design, a company made up 
of educators and industry professionals on a mission to spark 
students’ imaginations.
Mark Dujmovic the chief pilot at Hover UA V,  a startup of drone 
system specialists.  

Speaking with these driven passengers inspired everyone. 
It’s rare to have this many inspiring people cruising down the 
highway together towards the same exciting destination, and 
the journey is quite important to the Startup Xpress story.

By Alex Morris.
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connections as long as you remember where you met. There’s 
value in collecting business cards if you write on them at which 
event you gathered them.

The greatest value comes when you sit down with someone 
at a conference and share your thoughts and ideas. Or 
where conversations are curated by the organisers. Or where 
your delegates organise themselves into WhatsApp groups 
according to interests or conference tracks.

It’s up to you. How deeply you connect. How much value 
you want to take away. It’s up to you to put the effort in and to 
take advantage of all the opportunities on offer.

As I write this, we are two months out from the SingularityU 
Australia Summit. And this will be my biggest study.

The keynote speakers will blow your mind. But a blown mind, 
a shifted mindset and a shifted perspective are meaningless 
with nothing to go ‘to’ or to continue ‘from’. So have your 
mind altered by Ramez Naam on the main stage at the ICC 
and then go to the breakfast the next morning to engage in 
conversation with him and only 40 other people.

Or listen to the conversation around ethics and who might 
own ‘you’ in the land of data and discuss it over coffee with a 
panel of experts.

Meet one on one through a conference ‘dating’ app (will 
you swipe left or right?) for 15 minutes to see if you can be 
business buddies. Or register for a lunch based on a Global 
Grand Challenge that pushed all your buttons. Join a chapter 
(it’s free) or book a program, join a meetup or meet up for 
coffee in a week. Follow through and follow up.

As curators of Xperiences, we set the scene and provide the 
opportunities. As delegates, you have to decide to dance.

A waste of time or an opportunity embraced? It comes down 
to you.

 

Tasman collaboration for NZ/NSW 
innovator exchange

The Business Centre, Australia and Ministry of Awesome, New 
Zealand have come together across the Tasman Sea to expand 
opportunities and support for entrepreneurial innovators based in 
the Hunter Valley and high growth startups in Canterbury through 
an international startup exchange program.

This New Zealand-Australian partnership will initially see 
entrepreneurs placed for one month to access mentoring, 
peer-to-peer training, and networks and to build partnerships 
for their startup or scaleup. They will also gain access to an 
exclusive EY (Ernest and Young) hosted pitch night to conclude 
the program in both Sydney and in Christchurch.

Ministry of Awesome is the starting point for entrepreneurs, 
startups, and innovators in Christchurch. They are a founding 
partner of Te Ōhaka - Centre for Growth & Innovation which is 
Christchurch and Canterbury’s high growth startup incubation 
hub. Like the Business Centre, they deliver the support, 
guidance, capability training and networks that entrepreneurs 
need to succeed.

Similarly, the Business Centre provides unique programs 
allowing regionally based innovators to access the services 
and opportunities that are often only accessible in capital 
cities. Unlike most programs currently available for startups or 
scaleups, the Business Centre is a not for profit and does not 
take equity for services.

The Business Centre CEO Steve Wait said Christchurch and 
Newcastle have a lot in common, including experience of 
renewal following adversity.

“Newcastle’s regrowth following the 1989 Earthquake and 
the closure of the steelworks demonstrates our two resilient 
communities have a shared experience of regrowth, renewal 
and self-reliance. So, it’s a logical progression we work 
together.

“Like Newcastle, Christchurch has invested in Smart City 
technologies and the second cities movement, laying the 
groundwork for obvious opportunities.

“In the spirit of collaboration, we hope to not only exchange 
ideas, methodologies and entrepreneurial processes but more 
importantly partnerships.”

 

Christina Gerakiteys is the Founder of 
UtopiaX and CEO of SingularityU Australia 
Summit. She is a change catalyst and 
instigator of Moonshot Ideation. 

www.newcastle.edu.au/research-impact

